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AMENDMENTS FILED TO PROTECT WATER, LOCAL SAFEGUARDS AND FLOOD 
INSURANCE PROGRAMS ON OIL AND GAS BILL 

 
This morning, we sent a letter to the House of Representatives to express our concerns 
with SB 809 by Pro Tempore Bingman and Speaker Hickman and asked that they support 
the amendments that have been filed on this bill.  SB 809 authorizes municipalities to 
enact reasonable regulations, if consistent with Corporation Commission regulation, 
regarding road use, traffic, noise and odors incidental to oil and gas operations within its 
boundaries. Political subdivisions may enact reasonable setbacks and fencing 
requirements for oil and gas well site locations but may not effectively ban any oil and gas 
operations including specifically stated activities and infrastructure. All other regulation of 
oil and gas operations shall be subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the Corporation 
Commission. 52 O.S. Section 137 is repealed.   
 
The amendments that have been filed are as follows: 
 
Amendment 1: Protecting Federal Flood Insurance Program. An ‘unintended 
consequence’ resulting by repealing 52 O.S. Section 137 that will affect over 400 cities 
and their citizens is the threat of the loss of floodplain insurance. This issue affects both 
the Flood Plain Managers Association and local banks. An amendment has been filed on 
behalf of the Oklahoma Bankers Association by Speaker Jeff Hickman. 
 
Amendment 2: Removal of Local Safeguards. 52 O.S. Section 137 is a statute that has 
been on the books for 80 years. Repealing this important statute that has worked well for 
Oklahomans for all these years is not in the best interest of the public.  Repealing this 
statute ties the hands of local municipal elected officials who are the closest to the people 
they represent. As a practical matter, there is no way for the state to effectively craft a 
‘cookie-cutter’ model that will work well for the differing topographies and other 
uniqueness of cities and towns. An amendment that will preserve a municipality’s ability to 
regulate in areas of traditional local concern as it relates to oil and gas activity within 
municipal corporate limits has been filed on behalf of the City of Stillwater by Rep. Cory 
Williams. 
 
Amendment 3: Protecting Public Water Supplies. SB 809 goes beyond simply 
prohibiting political subdivisions from banning oil and gas activity. As currently written, the 
bill expands Oklahoma Corporation Commission (OCC) jurisdiction to regulate oil and gas 
activities not currently regulated by the OCC. So, if specific regulations are not listed in 
Section 1 of the bill then the OCC would take over jurisdiction from the municipal 
governing body. And, although the bill provides for some municipal regulations of specific 
areas, that limited authority is conditional on not being ‘inconsistent’ with Corporation 
Commission regulations. An amendment that will protect public water supply systems has 
been filed on behalf of the City of Norman by Rep. Emily Virgin. 

 
There is currently not an amendment on file to protect our zoning regulations.  However, 
the City of Oklahoma City has offered an amendment to effectively grandfather in any 
municipal ordinance, resolution, rule, regulation or other form of official policy adopted or 
implemented prior to January 1, 2015 as it pertains to traffic, noise and odors incidental to 
oil and gas operations as long as they are not inconsistent with regulations established by 
the Oklahoma Corporation Commission (OCC). 

http://www.oml.org/
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/SB809%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLOOR%20AMENDMENTS/House/SB809%20FA1%20HICKMANJE-KB.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLOOR%20AMENDMENTS/House/SB809%20FA2%20WILLIAMSCO-SD.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLOOR%20AMENDMENTS/House/SB809%20FA3%20VIRGINEM-AMM.PDF
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We continue to advocate for inclusion of language 
regarding zoning and protection of public water supply 
systems.  
 
Please contact your Representative and stress the 
importance that these amendments be included in the 
final version of the bill. 
 

TAKINGS BILL STILL WAITING TO  
BE HEARD IN THE HOUSE 

 
SB 468 by Sen. Marlatt (R-Woodward) and Rep. Calvey 
(R-OKC) establishes a taking pursuant to Article 2 of the 
Oklahoma Constitution when political subdivisions 
regulate oil and gas operations in certain circumstances. 
These are interfering with the use and enjoyment of 
mineral estate, imposing or enforcing a limitation 
adversely impacting the use and development of 
minerals by substantially increasing the costs of 
operations or by substantially reducing the fair market 
value of the mineral estate, or by prohibiting access to 
develop the mineral estate. The bill does not apply to any 
ordinance, resolution, rule, regulation or other form of 
official policy adopted or implemented prior to December 
31, 2014.  52 O.S. Section 137 is repealed.  The bill 
passed the House Environmental Law Committee on 
Tuesday which Rep. Calvey chairs. 
 
The bill is waiting to be heard on the House floor.  
Contact your Representative to OPPOSE this bill. 
 
CONSITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ON RIGHT-TO-FARM 

WAITING TO BE HEARD IN SENATE 
 
HJR 1012 by Rep. Biggs (R-Chickasha) and Sen. 
Smalley (R-Stroud) proposes a vote of the people on a 
constitutional amendment to guarantee the rights of 
farmers and ranchers to engage in farming and ranching 
practices. It prohibits the Legislature to pass any law 
which abridges the right of farmers and ranchers to 
employ agricultural technology and livestock production 
and ranching practices without a compelling state 
interest. It specifies that nothing in this measure should 
be construed to modify any provision of common law or 
statues relating to trespass, eminent domain, or any 
other property rights.  The resolution addresses the 
concerns of the oil and gas industry with the following 
language “dominance of mineral interests, easements, 
rights of way”. 
 
If enacted, HJR 1012 would prohibit future legislators 
from passing any laws impacting farmers and ranchers 
and placing their rights in the Oklahoma Constitution.  
The Resolution is too broad and could preempt local 

laws, such as those dealing with zoning, protection of our 
water systems as well as environmental issues.   
 
From a municipal standpoint, pursuant to Title 2, Section 
2-4C of the Oklahoma Statutes, cities are already 
partially preempted from adopting rules relating to 
livestock that are more stringent than the Oklahoma 
Department of Agriculture rules, but land use and human 
health and safety considerations are addressed. That 
would not be the case under the proposed constitutional 
amendment.  
 
There is no need for a constitutional amendment, which 
should be reserved for only the most critical and 
necessary public policies. The Farm Bureau and farming 
industries are already protected and perfectly capable of 
addressing challenges to farming practices without a 
constitutional amendment. 
 
OML is OPPOSED to this resolution.  Please contact 
your Senators and ask them to vote NO when it is 
brought up on the Senate floor.  Let them know the 
agricultural industry is already protected in statutes. 
 

BILLS ON GOVERNOR FALLIN’S DESK 

 
Annexation 
HB 1456 by Rep. Leewright (R-Bristow) and Sen. 
Bingman (R-Sapulpa) amends 11 O.S. Section 21-103 
regarding annexation for areas providing annexation by a 
connecting strip serving no municipal purpose other than 
to establish statutory contiguity or adjacentness, or to 
capture territory within the area to be annexed, 
constitutes an impermissible exercise of state-delegated 
authority by a municipality and shall be prohibited. 
Municipalities with a population of 12,000 or less may 
only annex up to eight (8) square miles in one area at 
any one time provided the municipality obtains the written 
consent of the owners of at least 65% of the acres to be 
annexed and 25% of the population to be annexed. The 
bill passed the Senate on Tuesday by a vote of 45-0.  It 
now awaits action by Governor Fallin. 
 
Code Officials/State Fire Marshal 
SB 131 by Sen. Justice (R-Chickasha) and Rep. Osborn 
(R-Mustang) amends the duties of the State Fire Marshal 
in 74 O.S. Section 324.10.  It adds that the State Fire 
Marshal shall serve as a code variance and appeals 
board for the trades and industries he or she regulates 
which do not have statutory code variance and appeals 
boards.  The bill passed the House on Monday by a vote 
of 81-12.  It now awaits action by Governor Fallin. 
 
 

http://www.okhouse.gov/Members/Default.aspx
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/SB468%20HFLR.PDF
http://www.okhouse.gov/Members/Default.aspx
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/SFLR/HJR1012%20SFLR.PDF
http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?CiteID=454949
http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/DeliverDocument.asp?CiteID=454949
http://www.oksenate.gov/Senators/Default.aspx?selectedtab=0
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB1456%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/SB/SB131%20ENR.PDF
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Disaster/Rapid Response 
SB 499 by Sen. Sykes (R-Moore) and Rep. Echols (R-
OKC) creates the Facilitating Business Rapid Response 
to State Declared Disasters Act of 2015.  Among a 
number of provisions it states that an out-of-state 
business conducting operations within Oklahoma related 
to a declared state disaster or emergency during the 
response period shall not be considered to have 
established a level of presence that requires the 
business to register, file and/or remit state or local taxes 
or be subject to any state licensing or registration 
requirements.  The out-of-state business shall be 
required to pay transaction taxes and fees including 
sales taxes on materials or services consumed or used in 
the state, hotel taxes and the like.  There are additional 
provisions should the out-of-state business remain in the 
state after the disaster response period. The bill passed 
the House on Monday by a vote of 89-1.  It now awaits 
action by Governor Fallin. 
 
Drivers License 
HB 2179 by Speaker Hickman (R-Fairview) and Sen. 
Griffin (R-Guthrie) authorizes those holding a provisional 
driver license to operate a commercial motor vehicle and 
to allow driving during the scope and course of their 
employment. The bill passed the Senate on Monday by a 
vote of 43-0.  It now awaits action by Governor Fallin. 
 
Firefighter’s Pension/Volunteers 
HB 2005 by Rep. Sanders (R-Kingfisher) and Sen. Griffin 
(R-Guthrie) amends the Firefighter Pension System 
regarding volunteers.  It states a person 45 years old or 
older, as of the first date volunteer services are 
performed, shall not be eligible for the Pension System 
for any purpose and shall not receive any benefit or 
service credit.  The Fire Chief shall make the final 
determination on applicants for volunteer firefighter 
services if the applicant is over age 45 based on local 
rules, ordinances and standard operating procedures. 
The bill passed the Senate by a vote of 32-13 on 
Tuesday.  It now awaits action by Governor Fallin. 
 
Law Enforcement/CLEET 
SB 135 by Sen. Paddack (D-Ada) and Rep. Thomsen (R-
Ada) amends CLEET training statutes in a number of 
ways. Included are changes to officer suspension, 
eligibility and discipline. The bill passed the House on 
Monday by a vote of 95-0.  It now awaits action by 
Governor Fallin. 
 
Open Meetings/Executive Session 
HB 1032 by Rep. Kirby (R-Tulsa) and Sen. Crain (R-
Tulsa) allows those with an existing agreement to 
represent a public body to be present or participate in an 
executive session for the purpose of discussing the 
purchase or appraisal of real property. These sessions 

are otherwise limited to members of the public body, the 
attorney for the public body, and the immediate staff of 
the public body. The bill passed the Senate on Tuesday 
by a vote of 43-0.  It now awaits action by Governor 
Fallin. 
 
Right-of-Way/Tribal Utilities 
SB 563 by Sen. Crain (R-Tulsa) and Rep. Derby (R-
Owasso) amends 69 O.S. Section 1401 regarding the 
use of right-of-way by public utilities. The bill amends the 
definition of “public utility” and “cable television systems” 
to include “tribally owned or tribally operated utility.” The 
House amendments were adopted and the bill passed 
the Senate on Monday by a vote of 29-15.  It now awaits 
action by Governor Fallin. 
 
Urban Renewal Authority/Increasing Notifications 
HB 1008 by Rep. Brumbaugh (R-Broken Arrow) and 
Sen. Holt (R-OKC) amends urban renewal in 11 O.S. 
Sections 38-101 and 38-106 in various ways.  The 
definition of “blighted area” is changed and the public 
notice requirements are changed in a number of ways for 
the adoption or significant amendments to an urban 
renewal plan. The bill passed the Senate yesterday by a 
vote of 44-0. It now awaits action by Governor Fallin. 
 

BILLS SIGNED BY GOVERNOR FALLIN 
 

Dog Kennels 
SB 152 by Sen. Loveless (R-OKC) and Rep. Denney (R-
Cushing) amends 11 O.S. Section 22-115.1 changing 
location prohibitions on "dog kennels" to "commercial pet 
breeders."  The bill was signed by Governor Fallin on 
April 10th.  The effective date of the bill is November 1, 
2015. 
 
Law Enforcement/Human Trafficking/Interception of 
Communication 
HB 1006 by Rep. Kern (R-OKC) and Sen. Stanislawski 
(R-Tulsa) adds the trafficking of humans for labor or for 
commercial sex, the pandering of humans for sex and 
the prostitution of a child to the list of crimes for which the 
Attorney General may seek an order authorizing the 
interception of wire, oral or electronic communications by 
any law enforcement agency of the state or any political 
subdivision having responsibility for the investigation of 
the offense for which the application is made. The bill 
was signed by Governor Fallin on April 10

th
.  The 

effective date of the bill is November 1, 2015. 
 

OML PRIORITIES 
 

Bidding/Public Trusts 
SB 154 by Sen. David (R-Porter) and Rep. Mulready (R-
Tulsa) amends 60 O.S. Section 176 by increasing the 
bidding requirement for an emergency from $50,000 to 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/SB/SB499%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB2179%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB2005%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/SB/SB135%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB1032%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/SB/SB563%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB1008%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/SB/SB152%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/hB/HB1006%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/SB154%20HFLR.PDF
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$75,000.  The bill is awaiting a hearing on the House 
floor.  Because the language in this bill was also 
amending the same section of law in SB 352, an 
amendment was put into SB 352 to add this language 
which passed the House yesterday.  This vehicle may 
not be needed if the amendments are accepted and 
passed in the Senate. (OML Supports)  

 
Mental Health Transport/Third Party 
HB 1776 by Rep. McCall (R-Atoka) and Sen. Simpson 
(R-Ardmore) is the House bill that authorizes contracting 
with a third party to provide these transport services.  
The bill is awaiting a hearing on the Senate floor.  The 
title is stricken. (OML Supports) 
 
SB 751 by Sens. David (R-Porter) and Pittman (D-OKC) 
and Rep. McCall (R-Atoka) amends 43A O.S. Section 1-
110 regarding law enforcement transport of individuals to 
and from designated sites for the purpose of 
examination, emergency detention, protective custody 
and inpatient services.  The bill authorizes contracting 
with a third party to provide these services provided the 
third party meets minimum standards determined by the 
Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse 
Services. The bill is awaiting a hearing on the House 
floor.  Rep. McCall has filed a floor amendment that the 
standards determined by the Department shall not 
exceed the standards required by law enforcement. 
(OML Supports) 
 
Municipal Finance Campaign Disclosure 
SB 438 by Sen. Sparks (D-Norman) and Rep. Virgin (D-
Norman) authorizes certain municipalities to enact 
comprehensive code of campaign finance and personal 
disclosure ordinances, in which case the Municipal 
Campaign Finance and Financial Disclosure Act will not 
apply to the municipality. The measure requires that 
municipalities enacting these ordinances file a notice of 
action with the Ethics Commission. The bill is awaiting a 
hearing on the House floor. 
 
Water Reuse/Splash Pads 
HB 1826 for Rep. Martin (R-Norman) and Sen. 
Standridge (R-Norman) prohibits the Department of 
Environmental Quality from requiring a permit for reusing 
captured wastewater from a splash pad for irrigation or 
land application if the pad is within the jurisdiction of the 
municipality or county and meets certain requirements.  
The bill passed the Senate on Tuesday by a vote of 44-0.  
The emergency clause passed by a vote of 43-1.  It now 
goes back to the House to accept the Senate 
amendment which made the effective date an 
emergency. 
 

We would like to thank the efforts of DEQ for reaching 
out to OML and working with us on this issue.  (OML 
Supports) 

BILLS ON THE MOVE 
CIB  
SB 591 by Sen. Jolley (R-Edmond) and Rep. Wallace (R-
Wellston) allows a plumbing, electrical or mechanical 
apprentice to receive a renewal certificate after his or her 
apprenticeship has expired following payment of the 
apprentice registration renewal fee and prohibits 
someone from acting as a plumbing apprentice without 
current and valid registration. The bill states application 
for renewal be sent to the Construction Industries Board. 
The bill makes it unlawful and a misdemeanor for any 
employer to employ a plumbing, mechanical or electrical 
apprentice who is not properly certified and for such an 
employee to continue practice without certification. This 
bill offers a 90 day period following the approval of this 
bill for an uncertified apprentice to achieve certification. 
The bill passed the House yesterday by a vote of 84-0. 
The title was restored.  The bill now heads back to the 
Senate for acceptance or rejection of House 
amendments. 
 
Elections/Charter Municipalities & County Election 
Board 
SB 399 by Sen. Justice (R-Chickasha) and Rep. Banz 
(R-Midwest City) amends the filing period for municipal 
elections and changes language for charter 
municipalities.  Included in the bill is a provision that no 
county election board shall be required to conduct a 
regular or special election for any elective municipal 
office in a municipality governed by a charter unless the 
resolution calling the election shall set a candidate filing 
period of 3 days to begin not more than 20 days from the 
date the resolution is required to be submitted to the 
county election board.  In no case shall a resolution 
calling a regular or special election be submitted to the 
county election board less than 60 days preceding the 
election date.  Similarly, 11 O.S. Section 16-114 and 26 
O.S. Section 3-101 is amended with the filing period to 
begin not more than 20 days from the date of the 
resolution or order is required to be filed with the county 
election board.  If the candidate filing period occurs on a 
Saturday, Sunday or official State holiday, the day of the 
filing period shall be scheduled for the next business day.  
The bill passed the House on Tuesday by a vote of 87-0.  
It is back in the Senate to accept or reject the House 
amendments. 
 
Environment/Poultry Operations 
HB 2208 by Rep. Fourkiller (D-Stillwell) and Sen. Allen 
(R-Spiro) amends the Oklahoma Registered Poultry 
Feeding Operations Act in a variety of ways. Included in 
this detailed bill are amendments to definitions, Best 
Management Practices, Nutrient Management Plan, filing 

hhttp://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/SFLR/HB1776%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/SB/SB751%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLOOR%20AMENDMENTS/House/SB751%20FA1%20MCCALLCH-GRS.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/SB438%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20AMENDMENTS/Amendment%20&%20Engr/HB1826%20SAHB%20&%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20AMENDMENTS/Amendment%20&%20Engr/SB591%20HASB%20&%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/SB399%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20AMENDMENTS/Amendment%20&%20Engr/HB2208%20SAHB%20&%20ENGR.PDF
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requirements, State Board of Agriculture rules on a 
violation points system, certified poultry waster applicator 
requirements, Construction Industries Board construction 
regulation and the like. 2 O.S. Sections 10-9.15 and 10-
9.22 are repealed. The bill passed the Senate yesterday 
by a vote of 42-4.   
 
Environment/Underground Injection Wells 
HB 1405 by Rep. Pfeiffer (R-Mulhall) and Sen. Justice 
(R-Chickasha) amends 27A O.S. Section 2-7-120 
regarding DEQ regulation of disposing of liquid waste 
other than hazardous waste in an underground injection 
well that is required to be permitted. Current law reflects 
the fee of two-hundredths of one cent as “(.002). The bill 
alters this to (.02). In addition, the total fee for injection of 
drinking water treatment residuals into a Class V 
underground injection well shall be no less than $2,000 
nor more than $5,000 per year. The bill passed the 
Senate yesterday by a vote of 33-13 with the title and 
emergency clause restored.  After the enrollment process 
is completed in the Senate, the bill will head to Governor 
Fallin’s desk. 
 
SB 208 by Sen. Justice (R-Chickasha) and Rep. Pfeiffer 
(R-Mulhall) amends 27A O.S. Section 2-7-120 regarding 
DEQ regulation of disposing of liquid waste other than 
hazardous waste in an underground injection well that is 
required to be permitted. Current law reflects the fee of 
two-hundredths of one cent as “(.002). The bill alters this 
to (.02). In addition, the total fee for injection of drinking 
water treatment residuals into a Class V underground 
injection well shall be no less than $2,000 nor more than 
$5,000 per year. It passed House A&B Committee 
yesterday.  The bill passed the House yesterday by a 
vote of 68-20.  However, the emergency clause failed by 
a vote of 55-32.  Rep. Pfeiffer held it on a “Motion to 
Reconsider” by which the emergency clause failed. 
 
Initiative and Referendums 
HB 1484 by Rep. Grau (R-Edmond) and Sen. Griffin (R-
Guthrie) amends in a number of ways the time frames 
and requirements for the initiative and referendum 
procedure in Title 34. The bill is awaiting a hearing on the 
Senate floor. 
 
Law Enforcement/Assault on Officers 
HB 1318 by Rep. Sanders (R-Kingfisher) and Sen. 
Loveless (R-OKC) amends 21 O.S. Section 649 
regarding assault and battery upon police officers. It adds 
if the officer is off duty and the nature of the assault and 
battery relates back to or is in any manner or 
circumstances has to do with the official position of the 
officer, then it shall fall within the meaning of “in the 
performance of his or her duties” as an officer. The bill 
passed the Senate by a vote 46-0.  It will head to 
Governor Fallin’s desk after the enrollment process. 

Law Enforcement/Boating Under the Influence 
HB 1714 by Rep. Cox (R-Grove) and Sen. Shaw (R-
Grove) amends mandatory revocation of driving privilege 
requirements in 47 O.S. Section 6-205 to include 
operating or being in actual physical control of a vessel 
under the influence of alcohol or any other intoxicating 
substances pursuant to 63 O.S. Section 4210.8. A new 
penalty provision is added. In addition, 63 O.S. Section 
4210.8 relating to operating or being in actual physical 
control of a vessel upon the waters of the state is 
amended to require mandatory revocation of driving 
privileges pursuant to 47 O.S. Section 6-205.  The bill 
failed on the Senate floor yesterday by a vote of 21-26.  
Sen. Shaw held it on a Motion to Reconsider. 
 
Law Enforcement/DUI 
HB 1806 by Rep. Banz (R-Midwest City) and Sen. 
Justice (R-Chickasha) amends 47 O.S. Section 753 
regarding a conscious person under arrest who refuses 
testing to determine alcohol concentration or any other 
intoxicating substance.  The bill adds that no testing shall 
be given “except upon issuance of a search warrant”.  
 The driving privilege of a person shall be reinstated if the 
person was required to submit to a blood or breath test 
via a search warrant despite his/her refusal to submit to 
testing and the test report shows the arrested person did 
not have any measurable quantity of alcohol or other 
intoxicating substance in the person’s blood or breath. 
The bill passed the Senate yesterday by a vote of 46-0.  
After the enrollment process in the House, the bill will go 
to Governor Fallin’s desk. 
 
Law Enforcement/Firearms 
HB 1717 by Rep. Cox (R-Grove) entitles any law 
enforcement officer of the Grand River Dam Authority 
district to receive, upon retirement, the continued custody 
and possession of the sidearm, badge and vest carried 
prior to retirement. The General Manager of the district 
may award the sidearm, badge and vest to the spouse, 
or next-of-kin, of any officer killed in the line of duty. The 
bill passed the Senate yesterday by a vote of 33-14 with 
the title and emergency clause restored. 
 
Law Enforcement/Juveniles 
HB 1326 by Rep. Biggs (R-Chickasha) and Sen. Lovelss 
(R-OKC) expands the duty to report suspected child 
abuse or neglect tin 10A O.S. Section 1-2-101 to the law 
enforcement agency with jurisdiction over the report.  
Title is off the bill.  It is awaiting a hearing on the Senate 
floor. 
 
Law Enforcement/Off-Duty Officers 
SB 219 by Sen. Brooks (R-Washington) and Rep. Sean 
Roberts (R-Hominy) removes current law’s requirement 
that an off-duty officer has written authorization when 

http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB1405%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/HFLR/SB208%20HFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/SFLR/HB1484%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB1318%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/SFLR/HB1714%20SFLR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB1806%20ENR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENGR/hB/HB1717%20ENGR.PDF
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20FLR/SFLR/HB1326%20SFLR.PDF
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carrying a weapon approved by the employing agency. 
The bill is awaiting a hearing on the House floor. 
 
Law Enforcement/Off-Duty Officers 
SB 234 by Sen. Justice (R-Chickasha) and Rep. Osborn 
(R-Mustang) makes various amendments to 21 O.S. 
Section 1289.23 regarding firearms for off-duty officers. 
The bill passed the House by a vote of 86-0.  After the 
enrollment process in the Senate it will head to Governor 
Fallin’s desk. 
 
Law Enforcement/OSBI Task Force Agents 
SB 11 by Sen. Barrington (R-Lawton) and Rep. Bennett 
(R-Sallisaw) adds to the powers, duties and 
responsibilities of the Oklahoma State Bureau of 
Investigations' director. The bill permits the director to 
enter into local cooperative agreements with local law 
enforcement agencies for the purpose of appointing 
affiliate task force agents to assist the bureau in the 
investigation of major crimes under its jurisdiction. The 
bill requires affiliate task force agents to be employees 
and commissioned law enforcement officers of the local 
law enforcement agency entering into agreement with the 
bureau and not be employees of the bureau. The bill 
states affiliate task force agents will have general peace 
officer powers and the authority to arrest persons 
throughout the state while serving as an affiliate task 
force agent. It also establishes that affiliate task force 
agents will serve solely at the discretion and will of the 
OSBI director and permits the director to renew, suspend 
or revoke any agreement appointing an affiliate task 
force agent at any time.  The bill passed the House 
yesterday by a vote of 61-29.  After the enrollment 
process in the House, the bill will head to Governor 
Fallin’s desk. 
 
Law Enforcement/Recording of Officers 
SB 362 by Sen. Dahm (R-Broken Arrow) and Rep. 
Echols (R-OKC) states that nothing shall preclude a 
person from recording the activity of law enforcement in a 
public area, as long as the recording activity does not 
delay or obstruct the law enforcement agent in his or her 
duties. The bill passed the House on Monday by a vote 
of 94-0.  It now heads back to the Senate for the 
acceptance or rejection of House amendments. 
 
Law Enforcement/Stolen Property 
SB 430 by Sen. Brinkley (R-Owasso) and Rep. Sean 
Roberts (R-Hominy) amends 59 O.S. Section 1530 
authorizing law enforcement, with probable cause, to 
place a hold order on stolen or embezzled property in 
possession of a licensed dealer. The bill contains details. 
The bill passed the House on Tuesday by a vote of 84-4.  
Title was restored. It now heads back to the Senate for 
the acceptance of House amendments. 
 

Local Bid Preferences 
SB 352 by Sen. Newberry (R-Tulsa) and Rep. Echols (R-
OKC) permits any construction contract to provide for a 
local bid preference of up to 5 percent of the bid price if 
the public trust governing body determines that there is 
an economic benefit to the local area or economy. The 
bill requires the bidder to agree to perform the contract 
for the same price and terms as the bid proposed by the 
nonlocal bidder. The bill requires the bid preference to be 
in accordance with an established policy to clearly 
demonstrate the economic benefit. The bill requires the 
local bidding entity to be the second lowest qualified bid 
on the contract. Prior to passing the bill on the floor, the 
House took up an untimely filed amendment by Rep. 
Echols which increases the bidding requirement for an 
emergency from $50,000 to $75,000. The bill passed the 
House by a vote of 82-0.  It now heads back to the 
Senate for the acceptance of House amendments. 
 
Local Development Act/TIF 
SB 342 by Sen. Standridge (R-Norman) and Rep. Russ 
(R-Cordell) amends the Local Development Act in a 
number of ways. This includes adding to the review 
committee, requiring the analysis used to project 
revenues over the life of the project plan and the effect 
on the taxing entities, mandating a three-fourths (3/4) 
majority vote for district approval by if the approval is not 
in accord with the recommendation/conditions of the 
review committee, enhanced requirements for the 
governing bodies public hearings and certified mail 
mandates. 
 
The bill is a work in progress.  Rep. Russ and Sen. 
Standridge met with Dan Batchelor on Monday to go over 
the bill that passed the House Banking and Financial 
Services Committee.  The House Rules Committee voted 
to strike the title on the bill yesterday.  It was a move to 
send the bill to conference. 
 
Municipal Election Dates 
SB 312 by Sen. Holt (R-OKC) and Rep. Echols (R-OKC) 
establishes municipal election dates for regular elections 
to fill an elective office and amends current law regarding 
special election dates.  Election dates for a regular or 
special election to fill an elective office: second Tuesday 
of February and first Tuesday of April in any year, the 
date of any regularly scheduled statewide state or federal 
election in an even-numbered year, second Tuesday of 
September and second Tuesday of November in an odd-
numbered year. January in both odd-numbered and 
even-numbered years is dropped as possible special 
election dates for any purpose other than to fill an 
elective office. In addition, 26 O.S. Section 13-101.1 is 
amended for municipalities that hold both primary and 
general elections.  The title was struck in Rules 
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Committee yesterday.  It is awaiting a hearing on the 
House floor. 
 
Municipal Judges/Funding 
SB 98 by Sen. Jolley (R-Edmond) and Rep. Grau (R-
Edmond) authorizes the Council on Judicial Complaints 
to provide funding for attendance and participation of 
state, municipal, and administrative judges in 
professional and educational programs. The bill is 
awaiting a hearing on the House floor. 
 
OPERS 
HB 1376 by Rep. Randy McDaniel (R-Edmond) and Sen. 
Brinkley (R-Owasso) limits the Oklahoma Public 
Employees Retirement System exception section 
requiring a defined contribution system for those hired on 
or after November 1, 2015. This amendment to the 
exception in 74 O.S. Section 935.2, which includes 
municipal employees, limits participation in the defined 
benefit plan “only as long as he or she continues to be 
employed in a position” described in the exception. In 
addition, the employee and employer contributions are 
changed.  The bill is awaiting a hearing on the Senate 
floor. 
 
Pension/Firefighter Pension Retirement System 
SB 323 by Sen. Barrington (R-Lawton) and Rep. Wood 
(R-Shawnee) amends the Firefighter Pension System 
regarding valid rollover contributions and distributions 
under the Income Tax Regulations. The bill passed the 
House by a vote of 93-0.  It now heads back to the 
Senate for acceptance or rejection of House 
amendments. 
 
Police Chief Duties/Charter Cities 
HB 1322 by Rep. Bennett (R-Sallisaw) and Sen. Allen 
(R-Spiro) prohibits a municipality from adopting an 
ordinance restricting or expanding the duties of the 
elected police chief unless such authority is specifically 
granted by the municipal charter of said municipality.  
The bill was heard on the Senate floor yesterday.  There 
was a motion filed by Sen. Allen to restore the bill’s title 
which failed by a vote of 18-27. The bill passed by a vote 
of 35-12.  
 
Real Estate Owner’s Rights Act 
SB 379 by Sen. Newberry (R-Tulsa) and Rep. 
Brumbaugh (R-Broken Arrow) creates the Real Estate 
Owner's Rights Act preempting in a number of ways 
state law and municipal ordinances regarding owners of 
residential real property or farm property "absolute right" 
to personally perform any "construction, installation work 
or repairs" including "fencing, landscaping, telephone, 
plumbing, electrical, roofing, mechanical, carpentry, 
concrete, masonry or painting without first obtaining 
licensure".  The land owner must obtain state and local 

permits and inspections to satisfy building code 
requirements. The bill contains several sections of new 
law and myriad details. The bill is awaiting a hearing on 
the House floor.  Title is stricken. 
 
Roofing Contractor Registration 
HB 2128 by Rep. McBride (R-OKC) and Sen. Newberry 
(R-Tulsa) amends roofing contractor registration in 
several ways including requirements for documents from 
the Secretary of State and workers’ compensation 
coverage/affidavit of exemption.  Sen. Newberry has filed 
two amendments on the bill:  Floor Substitute and Floor 
Amendment 2 which restores the title.  The bill is 
awaiting a hearing on the Senate floor. 
 
Texting While Driving Ban 
HB 1965 by Rep. O’Donnell (R-Catoosa) and Senate 
Public Safety Committee and Sen. Sharp (R-Shawnee) 
makes it unlawful to operate a motor vehicle while using 
a hand-held electronic communication device to manually 
compose, send or read an electronic text message while 
the motor vehicle is in motion. The bill contains definition, 
exceptions and a penalty provision.  The bill is awaiting a 
hearing on the House floor. 
 
Transportation Network Company/UBER 
A floor substitute of HB 1614 by Rep. Henke (R-Tulsa) 
and Sen. Smalley (R-Stroud) creates the Oklahoma 
Transportation Network Company Services Act 
regulating entities using a digital network or software 
application to connect passengers to transportation 
network services. regulates transportation network 
companies, services and drivers. The bill prohibits 
transportation network companies (TNCs) or TNC driver 
from being considered motor carriers of persons defined 
in Title 47 of the Oklahoma Statues, or considered to 
provide taxicab or for-hire vehicle services. The bill 
prohibits a person from operating a TNC in Oklahoma 
without first having obtained a permit from the 
Corporation Commission. It requires TNCs to maintain an 
agent for service of process in Oklahoma. It permits 
TNCs to determine and charge a fare for the services 
provided to passengers. It requires a TNC's software 
application or website to display a picture of the TNC 
driver and the license plate number of the motor vehicle 
utilized for providing the TNC service before the 
passenger enters the TNC driver's vehicle. It requires the 
TNC to transmit an electronic receipt to the passenger 
that list a set list of information within a reasonable period 
of time following the trip. It requires that TNCs to 
implement a zero-tolerance policy on the use of drugs or 
alcohol while a TNC driver is providing TNC services, 
and is required to provide notice of this policy and its 
procedures on its website. It requires that TNCs require 
any motor vehicle or vehicles that a TNC driver will use 
to provide TNC services meets the equipment standards 
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required of private motor vehicles under Title 47 of the 
Oklahoma Statutes. It requires that a TNC driver 
exclusively accept rides booked through a TNC's digital 
network or software application service, and is prohibits 
to solicit or accept street hails. It requires TNCs to adopt 
a policy prohibiting solicitation or acceptance of cash 
payments from passengers. It requires TNCs to adopt a 
policy of nondiscrimination on the basis of destination, 
race, color, national origin, religious belief or affiliation, 
sex, disability, age, sexual orientation, or gender with 
respect to passengers and potential passengers and 
notify TNC driver of such policy. It exempts TNCs from 
political subdivision regulation and oversight. The bill 
passed the Senate yesterday with the title restored by a 
vote of 35-11.  It now heads back to the House for the 
acceptance or rejection of Senate amendments.   
 
Transportation Network Company/UBER 
SB 436 by Sen. Quinn (R-Claremore) and Rep. Mulready 
(R-Tulsa) creates the Transportation Network Company 
Services Act of 2015 establishing detailed regulation for 
an entity providing transportation services for 
compensation using a digital network or software 
application to connect passengers with drivers using a 
personal vehicle. The bill contains details. The bill 
passed the House Insurance Committee Wednesday.  
The title is off the bill.  It is awaiting a hearing on the 
House floor. 
 
Uniform Building Code Academy/Code Variance 
Appeals Board 
HB 1890 by Rep. Kirby (R-Broken Arrow) and Sen. 
Newberry (R-Tulsa) amends the Oklahoma Uniform 
Building Code Commission in a number of ways. This 
includes increasing Commission membership, prohibiting 
political subdivisions from waiving state minimum 
standards and requirements adopted by the Commission, 
authorizing training for a core academy as part of a 
certification process, providing free continuing education 
and adopting rules for the creation and operation of code 
appeal boards for the state and political subdivisions.  
The bill contains details on these Commission rules for 
code appeal boards.  The bill failed the Senate on 
Tuesday by a vote 9-36.  Senator Newberry held it on a 
Motion to Reconsider. 
 
Workers Compsanation/Arbitration 
SB 771 by Sen. Sykes (R-Moore) and Rep. Echols (R-
OKC) amends 85A O.S. Supp. 2014, Section 301 
regarding agreements to arbitrate claims under the 
Administrative Workers’ Compensation Act. Current law 
makes agreements enforceable when the employer 
provides notice to the employee and the employer’s 
workers’ compensation insurance carrier, the employer 
and the employers’ Certified Medical Plan files an 
alternative dispute resolution program with the Workers’ 

Compensation Commission “or” the agreement is subject 
to the Federal Arbitration Act. It is amending the current 
law from “or” to “and”.  The bill has the title and enacting 
clause stricken.  It is awaiting a hearing on the House 
floor. 
 
Zoning/Correctional Facilities 
SB 97 by Sen. Fry (R-Midwest City) and Rep. Joyner (R-
Midwest City) prohibits a privately owned inmate halfway 
house or inmate transitional living center from locating in 
a residential neighborhood inside the municipal corporate 
limits, or in a county with a planning and/or zoning 
commission, without approval from the local entity with 
authority over the zoning requirements. The bill passed 
the House yesterday by a vote of 91-1.  After the 
enrollment process in the Senate, the bill will head to 
Governor Fallin’s desk. 
 
 
To see more committee agendas as they are posted 
please go to www.ok.legislature.gov. Click on 
Committees and scroll down to Senate Meeting Notices 
and House Meeting Notices.   
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